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Through the Lens of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
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Foreword

His Majesty the Late King Bhumibol Adulyadej enjoyed and
appreciated the art of photography ever since he was a child, With
his excellent skills in various art forms, His Majesty's perspective
on photography was particularly exceptional, and he was an avid
photographer throughout his long reign. His diverse and artistic

photographic works are important historical records of different

events during his reign.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej took the Royal Photographic Society
of Thailand under his patronage in 1961 and has been its patron
ever since. He was also a judge in the final round of the nationwide
King's Cup photography contests until late in His reign. This was a
great inspiration and honor for the Committee and members of the
Royal Photographic Society of Thailand, as well as all photography

enthusiasts.

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn mentioned
to the President of The Royal Photographic Society of Thailand,
that there are still many more of His Majesty's photographic works
that have never been publicized or published, and should be given
public viewing for the people to admire His special talent in
photography. The Royal Photographic Society of Thailand has
therefore complied and was granted royal permission to hold an

exhibition of His Majesty’s photographic works.

The Royal Photographic Society of Thailand wholeheartedly
believes that the book, "Through the Lens of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej”, will be an everlasting evidence of His

Majesty’s excellence in photography.

/)

(Dow Wasiksiri)
President, The Royal Photographic Society of Thailand
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With Deep Appreciation

It is an utmost honor that His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn
Bodindradebayavarangkun has granted the Royal Photographic
Society of Thailand permission to organize the exhibition “"Through
the Lens of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej”, the launch of
which will be presided over by Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on
1 September 2017.

The Royal Photographic Society of Thailand has also been
granted permission to publish the book “Through the Lens of His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej” in remembrance of His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej's benevolence and proficiency
in photography.

As loyal subjects
Foundation and Thai Beverage Public Company Limited truly

under his long reign, Sirivadhanabhakdi

appreciate being chosen as the main sponsors of both the exhibition
and the book titled “Through the Lens of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej”. With the publication of the book, ihe general public can
purchase a compilation of his photographs at a reasonable price. As
all proceeds, without any deductions for expenses incurred, will be
offered to His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun
forcharitable purposes, the book also represents an opportunity for
the public fo contfribute to benevolent causes.

Sirivadhanabhakdi Foundation and Thai Beverage Public
Company Limited strongly believe that the book "Through the Lens
of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej” will be an invaluable
fribute to the memory of the King, who will always be in the hearts

of Thai people.

S/

or 7Y

(Khunying Wanna Sirivadhanabhakdi)
Vice Chairman,
Sirivadhanabhakdi Foundation

(Charoen Sirivadhanabhakdi)
Chairman,
Sirivadhanabhakdi Foundation

v@«_ S

(Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi)
President and CEO, Thai Beverage Public Company Limited
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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’'s Special Talent
in Photography

Emerifus Professor Sakda Siripant
Hon. F. RPS. (1991) Hon. F. RPST
Honorary Advisor, The Royal Photographic Society of Thailand

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej Barommanath Bobitra
enjoyed and appreciated the art of photography ever since
he was a child. This interest likely stemmed from His Majesty's
familiarity with photography sets. As a child, he lived with his
family in Lausanne, Switzerland, and frequently took part in
the House of Mahidol’'s family photoshoots. This experience was
captured in the book “Chao Nai Lek Lek - Yuwa Kasat” (Little Royals
-The Young Kings), written by Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani
Vadhana (Princess of Naradhiwas), and printed by Darnsutha
Press Co., Ltd. in 1987. On pages 52 and 53, Princess Galyani
recounted how The Princess Mother (Her Royal Highness Princess
Srinagarindra) took Prince Ananda Mahidol and a two-year-old

Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej to take a picture at De Jogh studio.

Her Royal Highness Princess Srinagarindra was an exemplary
role model for the then-Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej as she too had
great interest in photography. This was evidenced in the book
“Mae Lao Hai Fang” (Mother Told Me), written by Her Royal
Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana (Princess of Naradhiwas),
and printed by Thai Watana Panich Publishing Co., Ltd. in 1981. It
was stated on pages 34 and 47 that when Princess Srinagarindra
(or Miss Sangwan Talaphat at that time) first arrived in Berkeley,
USA, she received an allowance of four dollars a month.
With her allowance, she immediately bought a box camera.
Unfortunately, she lost that camera when she moved from Berkeley
to Boston, so Prince Mahidol Adulyadej (or the Prince of Songkla at
that time) gave Miss Sangwan a new one. Back when Princess
Srinagarindra was still Mom Sangwan, she loved to take pictures
of the princess and two princes, keeping records of the dates and

places they were taken, and preserving and organizing the photos

with care.
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Her Royal Highness Princess Srinagarindra’s good practice of
taking and preserving photos as well as recording videos set an
excellent example for His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. When
His Majesty was 8 years old, Princess Srinagarindra bought him
a Coronet Midget camera, so he could learn how to use a camera
himself. Photography equipment back then was not as advanced
as today's equipment. Cameras, films and other tools had to be
manually operated, requiring extensive study before they could be
used correctly. His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej learned from
experts and also experimented on his own, starting with his favorite
cameras and 120mm to 135mm films. As the cameras he started
with did not have internal light meters, he also needed to
manually adjust the shutter speed and aperture every time, in
order to match the exposure level to the film he was using. Indeed,

he studied the complicated process and considered details very

carefully.

Back when His Majesty was still His Royal Highness Prince
Bhumibol Adulyadej, he took a picture of Ramayana paintings on
the wall of Wat Phra Sri Rattana Satsadaram’s corridors and
granted permission for these photos to be printed in the book
which was subsequently distributed as memorabilia during the
Royal Funeral of His Royal Highness Prince of Chainat. His Majesty
also was a personal photographer for His Majesty King Ananda

Mahidol, as evidenced on page 285 of "Chao Nai Lek Lek - Yuwa

Kasat"”.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s proficiency in photography
was evident since the early years of his reign. His Majesty showed
keen interest in taking pictures of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit
with the prince and princesses, especially when they were staying

at Bhubing Palace amidst beautiful scenery.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej constantly took a variety
of pictures and they were often featured in magazines. In 1940,
when his photos adorned the cover of His Royal Highness Prince
Premburachat’s Standard Newspaper, His Majesty joked with

a member of his entourage aboutf his career as a professional
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photographer. He said, "I am a king, yet | have another job as a
photographerforStandard Newspaper. My salary has been 100 Baht
a month formany years now and they still have not given me a raise.

They just pay me 100 Baht constantly.”

Moreover, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej was interested
in photographic technology. This was evidenced by his visit to
Japan when he visited Canon’'s camera manufacturing factory

with great interest.

This interest in photographic technology could also be seen
from His Majesty's happiness when conversing with photography
experts. Around 1976, when Prof, Kalya Israsena was the Secrefary
General of the Bureau of the Royal Household, he invited Prof.
Dr. F. Tomamichel, a Swiss photography expert (who helped develop
the knowledge in photography at the Department of Photographic
Science and Printing Technology, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn
University), to have an audience with His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej at Chitralada Villa Royal Residence, which the author

had an opportunity to be there as well.

Prof. Dr.Tomamichel presented His Majesty with a Polaroid $X70
camera, which was a prototype with an autofocus system powered
by supersonic waves that had yet to be launched. His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej took great interest in the camera and
gave some suggestions about the mechanism based on other
models of Polaroid cameras he had used. His conversation with
Prof. Dr. Tomamichel lasted over an hour. The Professor was very
impressed with His Majesty’'s knowledge, and commended
His Majesty’s profound understanding of Polaroid cameras’ mechanisms
and battery-powered film cartridges. When Dr. Hartmann, the
Swiss Ambassador at that time, heard of the lengthy conversation
between the Professor and His Majesty, he exclaimed that this
was such a high honor, for he only had the opportunity to have an
audience with His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej for just five
minutes. This was certainly an indication that His Majesty took

great inferest in and was happy fo talk about photography.
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A further example of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s
interest in the art was his penchant for constantly developing new
photography techniques. Forinstance, he used a special filter which
tinted the upper half of a photo blue and the lower half orange,
while displaying natural colors in the middle. This was considered
an art form ahead of his fime as no company in Thailand had used

anything similar previously.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej was also proficient in
developing films, as well as printing and enlarging photos, both
in monochrome and color. He set up a darkroom on the lower floor
of the Or Sor radio station building for developing photos with an
automatic developing chamber and for enlarging photos with an
enlarger used in standard color photography labs. Well-versed in
color theory, His Majesty could operate the automatic developing
chamber and enlarger to a point where he could print and enlarge
color photos and perform color corrections himself when he had

time away from his royal work.

Some might wonder why His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
needed to take pictures himself even though he usually had a
personal photographer and photojournalists accompanying him.
It was postulated that he wanted to follow in the footsteps of His
Majesty King Chulalongkorn, who was known to be an excellent
photographer. During his private ftravels, King Chulalongkorn
took pictures to record events himself, possibly because the other
photographers would take pictures with King Chulalongkorn as the
focal point rather than the things that His Majesty thought were
important. These included the crowds that turned up to welcome
him, nature, scenes of rice fields, forests, and mountains, as well
as important temples and ones that needed repair. As these were
the moments and things he personally wanted to immortalize in
photographs, he took these pictures himself. The photos he took are

kept at the National Archives and have been referenced in many

studies fill date.
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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej followed in His Majesty
King Chulalongkorn's footsteps and took pictures of things he saw
on his journeys tovisit the Thai people across various places. He took
photos of the places, the crowds that welcomed him, and beautiful
sceneries. His photos also played an important role in the country’s
development work. For example, geographical pictures of village
areas, transportation routes, and interesting areas or suitable
locations for building dams, weirs and reservoirs — both captured
on land and from the air-were used in his decision-making process
for development projects. After these projects were completed,
His Majesty would sometimes take pictures of the staff responsible
and their achievements. These photos also attest to the efficient
operational planning and timely resolutions to the nation’s crises.
Forinstance, during the Bangkok Flood, His Majesty took pictures of
strategic locations from a helicopter, and referred to them when
making decisions and planning preventive measures. Although the
scenes had to be captured quickly as he only had one shot and no
time to consider the best angle, the pictures turned out sharp, with

good compositionandtheright exposure levels, because of his skills.

All of His Majesty’s photos show us that His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej practiced photography not only for the sake of art but
also for practical purposes. These photos were instrumental to his
planning of the development of the country and society, in order to
bring peace and prosperity to the people of Thailand and enhance

their quality of life.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s photos, the evidence of
his proficiency in photography, have been exhibited in Thailand on
several occasions. Forexample, they were displayed in the Photography
and Printing Exhibition’ 87 at Chulalongkorn University’'s Auditorium
in December 1987 and on the 2nd floor of World Trade Center
Department Storeduring 7-25May 1992. They were featured during

an exhibition in Tokyo, Japan, in 1990 as well.
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His photos have also been compiled and published in a gorgeous
332-page book, "His Majesty's Photographic Portfolio”, by TISCO

Securities Company Limited. This was printed by Amarin Printing

Group Co., Ltd.in 1989.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’'s photos have also been
featured on the cover and pages of many books and journals.
Moreover, word of his mastery of photography has been spread
to many foreign countries. Recognizing his proficiency, the Royal
Photographic Society of Great Britain, which was founded in 1853
and is the oldest and most famous photographic society, invited him
to be an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society of Great
Britain (Hon. F. RPS.) on 25 July 1989, making him the first person
from Thailand to receive this honor. On 15 September 1990, the
Fédération Internationale de |'Art Photographique (FIAP) also

bestowed upon him the Honorary Excellent FIAP distinction.

Publishing a book compiling His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej's photographic portfolio is not only beneficial as a
reference point for studies but also for historical records. Each
picture is worth a thousand words, and this book will also deepen
appreciation of His Majesty’s benevolence and his penchant for
using photographs to heighten the people’s recognition of the
value of the environment and natural resources. It will help to raise
the people’s awareness, knowledge, and understanding of living
by the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy as a fufure guideline, so that

they could follow in His Majesty's footsteps.
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H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, Chiang Mai Province, 1982.
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Piemsuk Villa, Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District,
chuap Khiri Khan Province, March 13, 2000.
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Khun Tongdaeng, His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej's favorite dog and Mali, February 17, 1999
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Khun Tongdaeng, Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District
Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, October 18 1999
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Khun Tongdaeng and a friend, Kiai Kangwon Paloce, Hua Hin District,
Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, March 31, 2001.
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On the beach in front of Kloi Kangwon Palace, Hug Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, March 19, 2005.
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Chitralada Villa Royal Residence, Bangkok, October 24, 2004.
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, November 3, 2004.
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, January 26, 2005
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, January 26, 2005.
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On the beach in front of Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, June 12, 2005.
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, November 7, 2005.
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Yang Churm Royal Project Reservoir , Ku ri District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, Novemeber 8, 2005.
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, February 2.2006.
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H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn with ithe royal pet dogs,

Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, May 13, 2006.
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, January 18, 2007.
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From Klai Kongwon Palace, Hua Hin Disirict, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, October 1
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, April 6, 2005.
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Phra Savet Adulyadej Phahana, His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej’s first Royal white elephant,
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at the Royol Elephant Stable, Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, February 2, 2006.
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Phra Savet Adulyadej Phahana, His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej's first Royal white elephant,
on the beach in front of Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, August 2, 2008.
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Phrasat Phra Thep Bidon, the Grand Palcce, Bangkok, Chakri Day, April 6, 2004.

210



R TR AN YN .

auruG owyuer A nerax Al EINa L1 NTIINGINIRATNT NTINKY & HAATNIN W.A. =
Royal Barge Procession in the Chao Phraya River, from Siriroj Hospital, Bangkok, November §, 20
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Klai Kangwon Palace, Huo Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, August 20, 2008.
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While on the Royal Thai Navy's cruise ship Angsana to preside over the opening of the

Bhumibhol Bridge | and Il and Klong Lad Pho floodgate,

Phra Pradaeng District, Samut Prakan Province, November 24, 2010,
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