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~ Newspaper Cutting

o8 ibrig ‘Aviel, which arrived
ult., accounts have heen received
King of Siam. in the 63 rd.
tt’; :.-'qf-'_ which event reached
ago. The late King was an
revious monarch, but being
""" in state affairs, he was
is elevation to the throne in
his father. The eldest of

above, Prince T.Y.

‘has since devoted
L on and literature,



Elom

Iinglish, the last of which he speaks and writes
with facility.

The younger brother of the King, Prince T.
Momt’an{;i. has been raiged to the office of Wang

Na or Sub —King. This prince i

L4 7]

also a person
of much enlichtenment. and is well acquainted
with our language. He s thus described by Mr.
Roberts in the account of his Embassy to Siam
i 1833:— " joined to a playlul disposition, he
possesses considerable abilities: he s a friend (o
the mechanic arts, and to the sciences : and very
friendly disposed, as well as his elder hrother,
towards foreivners.”

The advent of these princes lo power in
Siam has long been looked [orward to in Europe,
as promising the commencement of a new and
brighter era lor their country. They have long
been qualifying themselves [or their present high
positions, by study and communication with such
intelligent Europeans and Americans as have resorl-
ed to their country. The King’s views in relation
to commercial intercourse with foreign nations
are liberal and enlightened and we may therefore
expect them to be given practical effect to in
such a manauer. that while foreign commerce will

be fostered and greatly extended, the industry and




glol®

i1l receive the develop-

cesources Of the country W

ment of which they ar¢ capabl
which has been wholly check

f Sir James Brooke,

e to a Very greatl

extent, but ed of late

acent visit ©

years. To the T
e which he held with the present

and the intercours
King and his vlinisters. W€ may also in some

measure ascribe the early resolution which has

heen taken to introduce important changes in the
:aternal management of the country, a8 well as
in regard to the intercourse with foreign nations,
many of the reforms said to be contemplated

having been embraced in the papers which he
submi 33 )
mitted to the Siamese (overnment. The new

monarch 1s ¢ :
is a man of liberal sentiments, and far

Lnutaix:ll;zc:: thc' gencrality of his countrymen,
B deciged 1: r(c]nght not have at once arrived at
b admncn clear views of what is required

ement of the best interests of his

kil‘lcrd
edom, with -
with the Br out the recent communication held
riti Y
Jameg Brogkem‘h Envoy. That the views of Si
1 it
APpreciat n regard to Siamese affai
e Stod ‘aud e affairs were
his Mi“iSlerﬁ . 1n b}..

L t Kin

s ]

“Meral wish which best testified by the ver

AMmege Coiict 15 stated to prevail at hY
¢ at the

“iai tha[ Q;

" to Bangkok at it James should renew hi

All as Eari-y a periud o w 18
possible.

the adv.
Ices f :
rom Siam by this o



Gleo

are unanimous in describing the promising aspect
of affairs. In one letter we read “‘we think the

present sovereign will make great improvements

in the country, will be very liberal to foreigners

and their trade, will promote agriculture and make
areat reforms in the government. All people in
Siam are quite pleased with him and his liberal
covernment.”’

His Majesty has given permission to the
French Missionaries, who were obliced to leave
Siam some time ago, to return. so that toleration
in matters of relicion would also seem to be one
of his virtues. This is the more gratilying, as
from the high ecclesiastical rank his Majesty
previously held, it might have been expected that
he would view the professors and missionaries of

other religions with dislike or at leasl suspicion.

The Coronation of the King look place on
the 15 th. May last, and was celebrated with great
magnificence. The usual processions look place
and the King distributed gold and silver coins
which had been struck for the occasion. The
Europeans were invited to witness the ceremony
and met with a gracious reception. A dinner was
provided for them in the European style and
presents were afterwards distributed amongst them,

congisting of vold and silver flowers, and gold and
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Friday, May 2, 1850. Left in the same order
a8 yesterday for the Second King’s palace; had a
salute of twenty—one guns. His soldiers were in
much better order than the First King,s. Some
dressed in the European style, preceded us as a
bodyguard and were the best drilled troops I ever
saw. The field pieces in firing the salute were

heautifully served.

At D pm went to the BSecond King with
Mr. Mattoon... I found matting spread for me
to walk on froin the outer gate of the palace up
to what the King calls higs English House. 1 was
most kindly received by the King, who speaks
excellent English, showed me a great many books,

prints, arms, chemicals, eic, ete. . .

The complete Journal of Townsend Harris.
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King Chulalongkorn died in 1910: to be exact,
on 23rd. October at 12. 45 p.m. By 2o0’clock the
next afternoon we were gathered in full dress at
the Dusit Park Palace, where the King died, and
in the evening his remains were borne in proces-
sion fo the Grand Palace, there to be set up in
state. The golden urn (covered with unalloyed gold)
was borne on a gilded palanquin overwhich wasset up |
the white nine-tiered State Umbrella, reachingto the
tree-tops on the Rajadamnern Avenue. Apart from
the soldiery in the procession, the cortege was
preceded, flanked and followed by men in ancient
costumes carrying the regalia and other marks of
Kingship, which 1 do not need to describe to a

local audience like yourselves.

The new King walked behind the remains

of his father; after the King came the princes,
nobles and officials trailing away I do not know

how far behind.
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The procession started from the Dusit Park

Palace about dusk. Before it had gone far, the
night became very dark, except for the torches

and candles which were carried in the procession.
The electric wires, which were strung across the
road had to be cut all the way to allow the cortege
to pass. By the time the procession had gone
perhaps half-way it is difficult to remember
details after all these years. with no record to
consult—as 1 say, the procession had zone perhaps
half-way when thunder began to peal and light-
ning to play, not much at first. but increasing
as we proceeded. The minute guns began to boom
as soon as the procession started: louder and

louder became the thunder. and more and more
violent the lightning. We had been in full dress
since the early afternoon and now expected to be
drenched the next minute ; it would not be
drizzling rain after such commotion in the sky.
You could not move fast in such a procession.
Now and again it slowed down lo a stop, changed
the bearers and moved on again. In that way we
proceeded along the whole route, and it was half-
past-ten by the time the procession reached the
Grand Palace, many hours from the time of its

start. Thunder and lightning continued all this
time, becoming more violent as we approached
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the Grand Palace. Now please try to imagine the
impressiveness ol the whole phenomenon. Flashes
of lightning, almost intermitten, played on the pro-
cession, with the golden Urn set up on a gilded
palanquin, and surmounted by the nine-tiered
Umbrella, which was pure white {ringed with gold.
Imagine the regalia and other marks of Siamese
Kingship being carried roundabout the palanquin,
and the' men, from the new King downwards,
marching silently except for the thunder sound

and of the distant guns and the mournful pipes and
drums. The military bands played the Dead March
or something else in the distant parts ol the proces-
sion, [ suppose ,but we who were near the King did
not hear them. Imagine all that I have described, the
corteze moving first in darkness and then in more
and more brilliant flashes of lightning. The thun-
der out-thundered the guns, and the lightning
outshone any light on earth.

For us in the procession it was a very long
march, and manyan elderly man had to drop out
on the way. But we were still dry ; not a drop
of rain all the way. But a few minutes after the
procession had reached the Palace, and after the
King’s remains had bheen moved in, there camea
downpour, a regular deluge. It was a long day,
the day.which witnessed the passing of a great
King-
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