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goods and/ or services (o it mrembers for el sissetasal

Rural clectric cooperatives » oaned stk £52 g
the nation’s clectric distribution lines and serve 452 i
Pprople in 17 states.

Al clectric cooperatives follow seven guiding prinocs
-

Voluntary and open membership

Cooporatives are voluntary organizations, open to all persons able
to use thedr services and willing to accopt the responsibilitics of
memabership, without gender, social, racial, political or religions
discrimination.

Democratic Member Contrrol
Cooperatives are demooratic orgnnizations controlled by their
memmbers, wiho actively participate in setting policies sand naladang
decisions. The electod representatives are accountable to the
membership. In priznary cooperatives, macembers have eqgual voting
wights (one member, one vote) and coopoeratives at other levels are
organized in a democoratic maanner.

Members®’ HEconomic Participation
Members contribute eguitably to, and democratically control, the

capital of their cooperative. This benefits members in proportion to

the business they conduct with the cooperative rather thhan on the
capital invested.

Auntonomy and Independence
Cooperatives are autonomouns, self-help organtzations controlled by

thedir members. Ifthey enter into agreements with other organlzations,

inclhuding governments, or raise capital from external sources, they

do 0o on termns that ensure democoratic control by thelr members amd

maintain thelr cooperative autononsy.

Eduacation, Training

aamnedl Emafor-mmantion

Cooperatives provide education and training
fox their nu-nxln-rn. clected representatives,
e ployecs o they can contribuate
efMMectively to tlle development of thelxr
cooperatives. They inform the gencral public,
particularly young people and opinion leaders,
about the nature and benefits of cooperation.

Cooperation

Among Cooperatives
Cooperatives serve thelr maembers maost
effectively and strengthen the cooperative
movenrent by w‘orldng together through looal,
naath 1, resh | A inter 157 1 structires.

Concern for Community
While focusing on member noeds, cooperatives
work for the sustainable development of their
comumunities thorougih policies accepted by their
mermbers,

% Howard Electric Cooperative

A T b Eneorgy™ € oupuneriveg Q

Hwy. 5 & 240 North » Fayette, MO 05248 - (080) 248.3311 -

howa raslectolo. 0o m
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